
MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

COLQUITT COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
Tuesday, October S, 2021 

7:00 o'clock p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 o'clock p.m. by Chairman 
Denver Braswell. 

PRESENT: Those present were Commissioners Barbara Jelks, Marc DeMott, Mike Boyd, 
Paul Nagy, Johnny Hardin and Chairman Braswell. Also present were County 
Administrator Chas Cannon, County Attorney Lester Castellow, and County Clerk Melissa 
Lawson. 

ABSENT: Commissioner Chris Hunnicutt. 

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The invocation and pledge of 
allegiance was led by Commissioner Mike Boyd. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MEETINGS HELD ON SEPTEl\mER 7 & 23: 
Commissioner Hardin made the motion to approve the minutes of all meetings held on 
September 7 & 23. Commissioner Jelks made a second. The motion carried unanimously. 

CITIZENS HAVING BUSINESS: Murray Barfield, Colquitt County Rescue Team 
member, thanked the Board for allowing him to speak. 

Mr. Barfield stated that he wished to ask the Board for their support in order to keep the 
Rescue Team in operation. 

Mr. Barfield stated he had been told that the Rescue Team could not do what they had been 
doing for the past 35 years due to liability issues. Mr. Barfield further stated that he had met 
with county staff months ago and was told to get a contract in place but further stated that he 
had no idea where to start. 

Mr. Barfield stated that himself, along with Russell Moody, had spoken with an attorney 
regarding a contract. Mr. Barfield asked the Board to please not disband the Rescue Team 
because he felt it was a vital resource to the county. 

Mr. Barfield spoke of past efforts to find missing children, etc. and requested that the county 
support the Rescue Team. 

Commissioner Boyd questioned Mr. Barfield regarding the number of years the team had 
been in operation as well as certification requirements. 

Mr. Barfield noted that the Rescue Team was 100% volunteer based and noted that the only 
hiccup was liability insurance. 

Sheriff Howell voiced his desire to keep the Rescue Team solvent but stated that he did have 
questions regarding liability. 
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Lester Castellow, County Attorney, stated that the issue could be quickly rectified, stating 
that the county simply needed an organized group to contract with to provide the rescue 
services. 

Living in a litigious society, Mr. Castellow voiced the need for liability insurance and further 
stated that any insurance company providing insurance would want the Rescue Team to be 
an organized entity. 

Mr. Cannon stated that these issues were previously conveyed to the Rescue Team six 
months ago. 

It was the consensus of the Board to arrange a meeting for the Rescue Team, County 
Administrator, Sheriff, and County Attorney to meet and discuss these issues. 

Commissioner Boyd suggested taking the money already included in the current fiscal 
budget to help the Rescue Team in any way necessary. Commissioner Boyd also questioned 
if the Georgia Emergency Management Agency would support the team. 

Justin Cox, EMA Director, stated that it was his understanding that the stipulations for 
GEMA support required that the Rescue Team be 100% funded and under the county's 
umbrella. 

Discussion briefly ensued regarding bylaws for the Rescue Team. 

Russell Moody, former EMA Director, declared that the state did license rescue teams and 
stated that Colquitt County was fortunate to have one of only five rescue teams in the entire 
state. Mr. Moody stated that the Colquitt County Rescue Team often served as a model for 
the state and declared that there was licensing available through the Georgia Emergency 
Management Agency (GEMA) for rescue teams. 

Mr. Moody stated that licensing requirements consisted of meeting rosters and certification 
classes but stated that the Rescue Team did not have to be licensed by GEMA to be 
supported by the county. 

Regarding the lack of an existing liability policy, Mr. Moody stated that it was always 
understood that the team would be covered by the county and any action taken by the team 
would be considered a good Samaritan act. 

Commissioner Boyd thanked the Rescue Team for their service and suggested that the Board 
obligate themselves to help them. 

Mr. Cannon advised all in attendance to take personalities out when dealing with the issue, 
stating that Mr. Cox came to him with a legitimate issue that needed to be addressed. 

Mr. Barfield thanked the Board for the opportunity to speak. 

APPROVAL OF PAYMENT OF LIST OF UNPAID INVOICES: Commissioner 
Nagy made the motion to approve payment of the list of unpaid invoices. Commissioner 
Hardin made a second. The motion carried unanimously. 
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APPROVAL OF TAX RELIBFS & ADDffiONS: None Requested. 

Consent Agenda (Items A - D) - The consent agenda includes routine items that the Board 
of Commissioners will act upon with a single vote. If any commissioner objects to an item 
being on the consent agenda, the Chair shall move that particular item to the regular 
agenda for individual consideration. 

Chairman Braswell announced that a portion of Consent Agenda Item C (Annual Bid for 
Fluids) would be removed from the Consent Agenda. 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: Commissioner DeMott made the 
motion to approve the following consent agenda items (Items A - D). Commissioner Nagy 
made a second. The motion carried unanimously. 

a. Approval of Resolution 2021-R-6 authorizing the Southwest Georgia Regional 
Commission to apply for rural transit funding from the Georgia Department of 
Transportation, on behalf of Colquitt County; 

b. Approval to Establish new checking account for ARP A funding in accordance with 
guidance from the Department of Community Affairs; 

c. Approval of Bids: 

Aggregates 
Portland Cement 
Concrete Pipe 
Corrugated Pipe 
Batteries 
Filters 
Fluids 

Martin Marietta 
Ferguson 
Foley 
H&S Supply 
Diamond Batteries 
Advance Auto Parts 
Removed from Consent Agenda 

g. Other County Business from County Administrator: 

Payment of the Invoice, in the amount of$7,81 l.38, submitted by the Southwest 
Georgia Regional Commission regarding the latest mandatory dues assessment 
for the agency; 

Public Hearings 

Three public hearings were necessary regarding two variance requests and a request for 
special use permit. The public hearings were duly called and advertised. 

Lester M. Castellow, County Attorney, called the first public hearing to order and called 
upon Justin H. Cox, Chief Compliance Officer, to present the first zoning application: 

Variance Request- Mr. Cox presented an application from Dennis Futch to reduce easement 
requirements of a land locked parcel on Elham Road to 25'. Mr. Cox presented an aerial 
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view of the property and noted that the Moultrie - Colquitt County Planning Commission 
voted unanimously to approve the request. 

Mr. Castellow requested comments in favor of or in opposition to the Request for Variance. 
There being none, this public hearing was closed. 

Mr. Castellow called the next public hearing to order and called upon Mr. Cox to present the 
next zoning application: 

Request for Special Use Permit - Mr. Cox presented an application from James McMurphy 
requesting a special use permit for property located at 917 Ga Hwy 133 South in order to 
operated a wrecked motor vehicle storage facility. Mr. Cox presented an aerial view of the 
location and noted that the Moultrie - Colquitt County Planning Commission unanimously 
approved the request. 

Mr. Castellow requested comments in favor of or in opposition to the request for special use 
permit. There being none, the public hearing was closed. 

Mr. Castellow called the third public hearing to order and called upon Mr. Cox to present 
the last zoning application: 

Variance Request - Mr. Cox presented a request for variance submitted by Roston Cox and 
Robert Howell to divide a vacant lot in an existing subdivision in order to be combined with 
properties of the two applicants to increase respective lot sizes. Mr. Cox presented an aerial 
view of the property and noted that the Moultrie - Colquitt County Planning Commission 
unanimously approved the request. 

Mr. Castellow requested comments in favor of or in opposition to the request for variance. 
There being none, the public hearing was closed. 

APPROVAL OF VARIANCE REQUEST: Commissioner Boyd made the motion o 
approve the request for variance submitted by Dennis Futch, as presented in the public 
hearing. Commissioner Nagy made a second. The motion carried unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF REQUEST FOR SPECIAL USE PERMIT: Commissioner Hardin 
made the motion to approve the request for special use permit submitted by James 
McMurphy, as presented in the public hearing. Commissioner Nagy made a second. The 
motion carried unanimously . 

.APPROVAL OF VARIANCE REQUEST: Commissioner DeMott made the motion 
to approve the request for variance submitted by Roston Cox and Robert Howell, as 
presented in the public hearing. Commissioner Hardin made a second. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:44 
p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

( ~,«Cind 
Denver Braswell 
Chairman A 

Approved ~1o;JJ IX J.1Jll3, I 


